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also announced the names of those who should successively lead the
"army" in place of him. His experience of the Boer War and the Zulu
"rebellion" stood him in good stead on the present occasion.
On October 28, 1913 the caravan started on its march and safely
reached Charlestown, a small border town, thirty-six miles from
Newcastle, where only the women and children could be lodged. The
rest camped in the open and did their own scavenging and sweeping.
Kallenbach was already in Charlestown and so were Miss Schlesin,
P. K. Naidu and Albert Christopher,
More labourers arrived from Newcastle. The kitchen was active
all the twenty-four hours, as hungry men would arrive at any time
of the day or night. The ration consisted of rice and dal. Gandhi was
the leader among cooks and assumed the thankless task of serving
the food. There was either too much water in the dal or the food was
insufficiently cooked, but the army ate it without complaint. There
was no indiscipline, no display of temper.
An eyewitness said: "I found Mr. Gandhi in an evil-smelling
backyard of a tin shanty at Charlestown. Before him was a rough
deal table and at his side were twelve sacks containing 500 loaves of
bread. Clad only in his shirt and trousers, Mr. Gandhi, with incredi-
ble rapidity, cut the loaves into three-inch hunks, filled it with sugar
from the bowl at his elbow, and passed them on to the waiting queue
of Indians, who were admitted to the yard in batches of twelve. And
all the while he explained his plan of campaign to me in perfect and
cultured English."
The strike was in full swing and the stream of labourers still con-
tinued by rail and road. Two women with grim courage reached
Charlestown though their little ones died on the way. One of the
children died of exposure on the march and the other fell down from
the arms of its mother while she was crossing a stream and was
drowned. But the brave mothers refused to be dejected and one of
them said: "We must not pine for the dead who will not come back
to us for all our pining. It is the living for whom we must work."
From the camp Gandhi telegraphed to the Government that the
marchers could be arrested at Charlestown itself before reaching the
Transvaal border. He also assured the Government that if they
repealed the £$ tax, the strike would be called off and the indentured
labourers would return to work, as he did not want them to join the
general struggle for the rest of the Indians* grievances.

